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8  Grade Programth

 Tadpoles (2021)   ........................................................................................ Randall Standridge

Tadpoles is a prologue to the composer’s work Frogs. In this piece, the audience hears
the young creatures beginning to leap, growing more confident with each jump, until

they reach a joyous hopping conclusion.

The Avengers (2017)   ............................................. Alan Silvestri/arr. Robert Longfield

Marvel’s The Avengers is a 2012 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics
superhero team of the same name. Featuring dark sonorities and driving rhythms, the

memorable main theme perfectly portrays the drama and grit of the film, and this
arrangement brings this energy and excitement to the concert stage. 

Blackthorn March (2023)   ....................................................................... Randall Standridge

On the tallest mountain in the Darklands sits a castle. From this dark and stately abode,
Lady Blackthron wages her war again Queen Oscura and all of her minions to retake

the land that was stolen from her family many years ago. While the citizens of the
Darklands view her as a hero due to her rebellion against the cruel rulers of the
kingdom, Lady Blackthron is neither good nor evil. Cunning and possessed of a

controlled nature, she serves her own purposes and seeks allies only to further her quest
to sit the Ebony Throne within the Darkheart Castle. Never content to lead form safety,
she stands at the front of her army, leading the march down the mountain to reclaim

her birthright.

Mr. Ian Alward, Conductor
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M a y  1 8 / 1 9  . . . . . .  M a r c h i n g  B a n d  R e g i s t r a t i o n
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 Jupiter from “The Planets” (2020)   .......................... Gustav Holst/arr. Ian Deterring

Jupiter: The Bringer of Jollity! This movement from the orchestral suite The Planets
embodies the joy of living. English composer Gustav Holst composed The Planets from
1914-16 after studying astrology. This masterpiece was originally scored for a colorfully

large orchestra. This adaptation condenses the monumental movement. Widely
performed and frequently recorded, the popularity of The Planets has endured over

time, and it continues to be one of the most cherished pieces in symphonic literature.

Mr. Dylan Smith, Conductor
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Wind Ensemble Program
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Prairie Dances (1998)   ................................................................................... David Holsinger

Settled in 1876, Wichita Fall, Texas, became a cattle and grain shipping center after the
arrival of the railroad in 1882. One can imagine the hustle and bustle of this cowboy

town in those railroad days where the ‘rambunctiousness’ of the cowhand came face to
face with the businesslike demeanor of the mercantile owners and the frontier gentility
of the Ladies Society. This ‘celebrative’ cowboy dance commemorates the rip-roaring

history that surrounds this portion of the Texas portrait.

Xerxes (2010)   ......................................................................................................... John Mackey

Xerxes was the King of Persia from 485 BC until his assassination by stabbing in 465
BC. Per the composer, “This is going to be a march about somebody who is bad news.

It’s just a fairly straightforward concert march, only a little nastier.”

Beacons (Guiding Lights) (2022)   ....................................................................... Tyler Arcari

Beacons was written to celebrate the career of a legendary teacher from Alabama.
She has been a champion for small school bands and created one of the most

renowned band programs in the state. Her motto is “Be a Light”. 

Over The Moon (2023)   ....................................................................................... Frank Ticheli

At the start, the listener rides down a steep slide to the surface of the moon. At once a
tango-like dance, glittery and light as silk, swims through the air. Suddenly, the dance

takes on a foreboding quality. Perhaps this is the dark side of the moon. Lines
intermingle, the work lifts itself: Over the Moon, in joyful exuberance. At the halfway

mark, there is a brief respite, as if looking forward toward the peaceful blue planet: a
hymn to life, to the Earth, the Moon, and towards the boundless energy of the Universe.
A triumphant climax is suddenly quashed by a steep slide, back down to life on Earth.

Mr. Jimbo Crawford, Conductor
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